


Obituary
Dr. Kathleen Lacy Kilcrease was born August 21, 1937, the youngest of nine children born to William Austin and Gussie
Lee Lacy.  She departed this life on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 at Vanderbilt Hospital.

Kathleen moved to Mt. Pleasant, TN to live with her Uncle Lee and Aunt Elizabeth Lacy after the early death of her mother
Gussie in 1944.  Here she proved to be an exceptional student and graduated Valedictorian of her class at Clarke Training
High School in 1954.  She entered Tennessee State University as a freshman at 16 years of age.  She earned the Bachelor
and Master of Arts degrees from TSU.  A lover of knowledge, Kathleen served faithfully as a beloved elementary teacher in
the Metropolitan Nashville Public School System for more than twenty-five years.  In 1988 and after retirement, she pursued
and earned a Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University where she served as president of Phi Beta Kappa. 

On August 20, 1961, Kathleen married Irvin Hugh Kilcrease, Jr.  To this union, a son was born, Irvin Hugh Kilcrease, III.  

In 1973, Kathleen became a member of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc., where she served in various leadership
and service capacities until her health failed.  There are many successful men who can attest to the guidance they received
from her stern, yet gentle training in Kudos.  She was an excellent advisor who truly had a heart to see young Black men
succeed in education and life.  She was also active with the young ladies of Zenos.

As a faithful member of Kayne Avenue Baptist Church, Kathleen served as a Mother of the Church, taught Sunday School,
Vacation Bible School, and played piano for the Senior Choir.  An avid fan of beautiful music, Kathleen taught piano lessons
to children for many years.  She also published games, cross-word puzzles and church school materials for the Baptist
Sunday School Board.  She was the author of the workbook that accompanied “Seduction of the Senses,” a spiritual book
written by some of her nieces.  

Kathleen will always be remembered for her love of culture, education and music.  To visit her home was to engage in
discussions of travel, world news and the latest plays, concerts or exhibitions. She loved discussing the Bible with family
members, and friends. You were also soon singing some sweet hymns along with Kathleen as she played the piano.  She
was devoted to her immediate and extended family and often encouraged and helped the children of relatives to attend
college.  She always made you feel that you could accomplish whatever you put your mind to.

Dr. Kathleen L. Kilcrease was a gracious philanthropist, giving to several charitable organizations such as The Nashville
Mission, The Salvation Army, The American Red Cross, and St. Jude's Children's Hospital just to name a few. She never
hesitated to help those who needed a helping hand. Dr. Kathleen L. Kilcrease devoted her whole life to serving the Lord, and
being a faithful loving wife to her husband Chancellor Irvin H. Kilcrease Jr., and a nurturing compassionate mother to her
son Irvin H. Kilcrease III, whom she loved dearly.  Even though Mother Kilcrease was ill in the latter part of her life, she managed
to give gentle loving care to her ailing husband in his final years. Always thinking and caring for others above herself. 

As a member of several professional and civic organizations in the community, Kathleen was a life member of the NAACP,
the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa , Inc., and the Tennessee State University Alumni Association.  She was an honorary
member of the Tennessee State University chapter of the Golden Key International Honour Society.  

Kathleen leaves to cherish her precious memory, son, Irvin Hugh Kilcrease, III; siblings, Fannie Waters and Ida (James, Sr.)
Douglas; in-laws, John (Augusta) Kilcrease, Sr., Clarence (Patricia) Kilcrease, Sr., Annie (Ralph) Moore, and Lorene Cranford.



Order of Service
PRELUDE

INVOCATION Reverend Vincent Campbell, Senior Pastor

SCRIPTURE Minister Daletta Kilcrease

SELECTION Amazing Grace Congregation

WORDS OF COMFORT Bishop Horace Hockett

SOLO Mrs. Wilma Cotten James

SELECTION

EULOGY Reverend Vincent Campbell, Senior Campbell

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL

INTERMENT
Greenwood Cemetery
God's Beautiful Acre

Reverend Vincent Campbell, Senior Pastor
Officiant and Eulogist



Acknowledgements

Celebrating A Wonderful Life™  is a registered trademark of Broadwater and Associates Group, Inc.

Copyright © 2007 by Broadwater and Associates Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

Realizing that each tomorrow is not ours to understand and knowing that God never hurts needlessly and never wastes
our pain, for every loss He sends is followed by rich gains.

Today is our loss, our hurt and our pain; we recognize our gains in you our friends and loved ones, for flowers, your
cards, your prayers and every deed of kindness has been a source of strength and comfort.   We are eternally grateful.   

– The Family
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More Than A Mother
by Kari Keshmiry

When God set the world in place,
when He hung the stars up in space,
when He made the land and the sea,

then He made you and me.

He sat back and saw all that was good,
He saw things to be as they should.

Just one more blessing He had in store;
He created a mother, but whatever for?

He knew a mother would have a special place
to shine His reflection on her child's face.

A mother will walk the extra mile
just to see her children smile.

She'll work her fingers to the bone
to make a house into a home.

A mother is there to teach and guide,
a mother will stay right by your side.

She'll be there through your pain and strife,
she'll stay constant in your life.

A mother will lend a helping hand
until you have the strength to stand.

She'll pick you up when you are down,
when you need a friend she'll stick around.

A mother is one who listens well,
will keep her word; will never tell.

A mother never pokes or pries
but stands quietly by your side,

giving you the strength you need,
encouraging you to succeed.

A mother is one who can be strong
when you need someone to lean on.

You're more than a mother to me;
a reflection of Him in your face I see,

a love that knows no boundaries.

I'm glad that you chose to be
all this and more to me.

You share a love that knows no end,
you're more than my mother,

you are my friend.




